Teaching and learning strategies for spelling

In Glendale primary we aim to use a consistent range of strategies in the teaching and learning of spelling. A multi-sensory approach is used and children will be given the opportunity to develop their individual style for remembering words. When introducing spelling, core teaching and learning strategies are used which are outlined below. Children will have the opportunity to reinforce their learning both individually and in groups. 

Core teaching and learning strategies

1. Highlighting words

The spelling rule or phonic of interest in the words is highlighted in a colour. This helps children to visualise the word they are trying to remember.
      e.g. pain

             rain
2. Word shapes
 Learners are encouraged to focus on the overall shape of the word.
 This can be achieved by encouraging children to write their words then outline them in colour or by drawing boxes in which to write the letter thinking about ascenders, descenders etc.

       e.g.                          t i p                      
3. Look, say, cover, write and check

      Children should be encouraged to look in detail at the word, say it and then cover it. Pupils should then try to write it from memory and then be encouraged to check the word and the order of the letters. 
4. Air writing
       Children can be encouraged to try and write the word in the air almost as if they were writing with a sparkler. Many other multi-sensory approaches could be used such as writing in sand, using paint etc.

At least one core strategy should be used in the initial teaching of the new words. Learners may use other strategies in their independent follow up work and at home. They should also be encouraged to use the strategies in other literacy activities

There are many other useful spelling strategies that can be taught and are outlined below. 

Additional strategies
Teachers and children may want to try out the following strategies over time. 

Once familiar with the full range of strategies children should have the opportunity to develop preferred strategies they can use throughout their work.

Mnemonics

These are useful ways of remembering tricky or long words based on the letters in that word. 
This could involve making up a sentence. 

e.g. p-e-o-p-l-e   People eat omelettes, people like eggs

It is often helpful if children make up mnemonics which are meaningful for them and it can be great fun. 

Rainbow words

This involves writing a word then overwriting it many times using coloured pencils or pens. Children should be encouraged to spell out the word as they write. 

Words in words

This is a chunking strategy in which pupils are encouraged to look for smaller words within larger words.
e.g. for got ten

They can be encouraged to break large words into syllables

e.g. prac tis ing

Using highlighters can be helpful when using this strategy. 

Beat the clock

Children should be encouraged to look at a new word and spell it aloud. They should then write it as many times as they can in a given time. They can then check their accuracy.
Strategies kindly recommended by Rosepark Learning Centre.









