MINUTES OF PARENT COUNCIL MEETING.  28TH JANUARY 2009
Present: Jan Gillion, Stephen Running, Kay Sillars, Shahnaz Ur-Rehman, Pip Ryan, Michelle Masters, Joan Dominy, Maureen Fagan, Liz Laird, Helen Hepburn, Helen Connelly, Rachel McCreath, Katie Dargie, Shirley English.

Apologies: Claire McIvor, Susan Board and Jan Ziervogel

AGENDA
Welcome & Introduction



Update on Parking



Update on Website



P1 Full Time Start Consultation



Gardening



Goals and ideas for subcommittees for coming years



Meeting dates for coming year



Parent Council Survey return
	Agenda Item
	Action
	By Date

	UPDATE ON PARKING. 

The Chair thanked Rachel for her one-woman anti-parking patrol outside the school. Rachel reported that there are still problems, but felt that the patrols do make a difference. She can only cover mornings and there is a need for more volunteers. Katie Dargie offered to do a couple of afternoons. Rachel also said she had complained formally about a private hire taxi firm stopping on the zig zags.


	KD
	

	UPDATE ON WEBSITE. 

Stephen  reported that the school website is now up and running with lots of new info in the Pupil Zone and Eco Committee pages. Elaine Cusick has drawn up a team of teachers to oversee content. Stephen said any items/ideas for inclusion should be emailed to him direct, until a dedicated website email address is established.


	
	

	P1 FULL-TIME START. 

Jan reported that the consultation has been extended to March. Parents of newly enrolled pupils have been canvassed by the school and Helen C said she will send out letters to current P1 parents in school bags. The Pupil Council will also consult P1 pupils. Michelle agreed to collate all responses for submission to the Council by the deadline 3rd March , and Kay agreed to check out whether translations of the consultation document are available.


	HC

KS

MM
	3.3.09

	GARDENING AND GROUNDS.  

Katie reported that the council is expected to OK funding/plans for a living hedge along the perimeter fence at St Andrew’s Drive/Lincluden Path, together with other ground improvements at a meeting on February 4th. Hedge planting will have to start almost immediately and parent volunteers will be needed. Kelvin Clyde Greenspace is coordinating the work. Liz suggested a sensory garden.


	
	

	The Eco Committee will focus this term on daily litter picking, recycling, some gardening, reducing energy bills and establishing compost bins with help from the Hidden Gardens. Around 500 daffodils have been planted already, the Flora Cooking vouchers have been cashed in for cooking bowls and Morrison’s Let Grow vouchers have been exchanged for seeds, compost and containers, which are all due to arrive shortly. Pupils will also be growing potatoes, although Rachel pointed out that the flowers can cause problems for children with allergies.

Work on the mural will start shortly. A Glendale mum (Kathy Wilkes) has agreed to take forward and liase with school.  

Help is needed with gardening and the Eco Committee has suggested that parents Adopt a Bed, or Adopt a Planter and be responsible for its upkeep. The school is open for two hours on Saturday mornings and the school has some tools available for use. Alternatively the Parent Council could organise a Gardening Picnic. The general consensus is that parents are more likely to give one-off help. Katie and Shirley agreed to look into these ideas and liaise with Diane Cameron.

Bike Racks. Pip agreed to look into grants to install bike racks in the school grounds.


	KD/SE

PR
	

	BRAINSTORM IDEAS FOR TEAMS. 

The Parent Council brainstormed a wish list of ideas on post-its which will be issued to the various teams for consideration. It is hoped that each team will take on a couple of the ideas when drawing up their action plans for the coming year, in consultation with Liz.

(See attachment)

The updated PARENT COUNCIL TEAMS are as follows:
Communications: Stephen Running, Shahnaz Ur-Rehman, Sahira Zafar, Liz Laird.

Grounds: Michelle Masters, Katie Dargie, Shirley English, Diane Cameron, and Elaine Cusick.

Fundraising and Events: Katie Dargie, Jan Gillon, Susan Board, Claire McIvor, Rachel McCreath and Michelle Masters.

Curriculum: Joan Dominy, Helen Hepburn, Maureen Fagan, Kay Sillars, Shirley English, Jan Ziervogel.

School Clubs (new): Kay Sillars will look into this issue. 


	JG
	

	HOMEWORK VIDEO. Joan asked for volunteers to make a homework video with their children. Anyone who is interested in helping should contact Joan. JG will canvess volunteers from playground.


	JG

JD
	

	PARENT COUNCIL MEETING DATES:

The next meeting will be at 6.30pm on Wednesday, March 4th.

Subsequent meetings: 22nd April, sometime in June t.b.a., and 9th September.

Meeting closed shortly after 8pm.

	
	4.3.09

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


